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Video editing task guide

The task guides show generic techniques but all the work is done using Windows Movie
Maker®. This application was chosen because it is likely to be the most widely available as
it is bundled or available as a free download in all versions of Windows. Windows Movie
Maker has all the tools and features necessary for all practical work for the exam
specification.

The techniques and skills learned using Movie Maker will be transferrable to other video
editing applications. Probably the only difficulty with using other applications will be finding
the tools and menu items in other workspaces.

Task 1

Digital video editing applications are designed to work with downloaded camera footage in
order to publish a post-production version of a movie in formats like MP4, WMV and AVI etc.

This task is intended to give learners some experience of one of the most important video
editing features but we will have to use a published movie. Unfortunately, this makes the
stages in the task a little less clear than when editing camera footage. Learners should
concentrate on the methods and tools used and not on achieving a perfect result.

When working on this task it is advisable to save your work as a project and also as a movie.
The project file keeps discrete clips and this makes it easier to amend and add additional
features.

(1) Open the Countdown15.avi movie.

The quickest way to load the movie is to drag and drop the file into Movie Maker (as shown
on the image below).
B W9 & 5 MyMove-Movie Meker

At this point it is clear that Movie Maker has not displayed each clip properly in the
timeline/storyboard. It seems to have taken a random snapshot and used this for each clip.
(This seems to be the case for many video editing applications.)
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When we play the video we can see that it is a countdown from 15 to O but we should be
able to spot that the numbers 3 and 4 are in the wrong order.

(2) The sequence of the countdown is wrong. Split the movie into parts that enable the
numbers to be re-ordered.

To achieve this we will have to use the ‘Split’ ' Video Toals _

tool from the ‘Edit’ menu and split the video _
into separate clips that can be re-ordered. B Edit
We will need to split the movie so that the
frames for ‘3’ and ‘4’ are in separate clips.

-

ml= | cjmlz S Set start point

. . . aplit Trim LI et end point
We will need to split the movie after the frames tool

for ‘5", Editing

=y

Timeline or storyboard

Preview window E 1T 1T 117 11 11 11 11 1

»X-.J o0 =

Drag the playhead or play and pause the movie so
the preview window is displaying ‘5’.

1M1 1 ’11 11 11 11 11E

You can use the control buttons to move one frame at a time to find the first frame for ‘3’ and
click the ‘Split’ menu item.

41 bk Ik

r—

Some fine control is needed here otherwise single frames can be left attached to the wrong
clip. Use the ‘Next frame’ and ‘Previous frame’ control buttons to move back and forth until
you are sure you have found the first frame of the ‘3’.

2 Video editing task guide 9626 Sub-topic 10b Video editing — Task 1



H S = Myll(wm-ﬁovte_ﬁaker B l ‘ Video Tools ! s

s e - e Video Yaals l
Home Animations Visual Effects Project View Edit Home Amimations Visual Effects Project View Eait
¢ )’ € Fadein: |None - £ speed:  |1x || - | cw W) & Fadein: |None = £ speed: 1 -l )
Video g Fade out: |None ~ || Back t Split | T video
volume colo

& Fade out: None - Spiit
volume

Video Tool:
Edit
- =
Split

00:12.07/00:1699 [X

to

4l | > 1>

"l * l. < > I

We then need to split the video between the ‘3’ and the ‘4’ and then the ‘4’ and the ‘2’.

3 flafl2]

01410001688 [R
J|

e

TR 4k [Ir

17 117 11 11 11 11

‘Zoom’ controls from the
‘View’ menu to get the
clips to look like this.

5 E You may have to use the
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We can now drag and drop the clips into the right order.

"M 11 11 11 71

118 3 B4 B2 2
111 111 1

11@45‘53@2 2 2§

The clips are now in the right order. Play the video to confirm the correct countdown
sequence. Do not worry about a polished result as understanding the method is the most
important issue.

"7 11 11 11 1
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(3) Remove the leading dashes (--) and replace with a title frame with '15 second timer’ as

the text
B | 19 @ < |MyMovie-MovieMaker  videoTosls | )
Video Tools ]
T : You could just repeat the method and separate the
Edit clip and delete it but this time you should use the
‘Trim’ tool.
- clesl= = Set start point
Trim .1 set end point T ——
tool -
Editing Tim

Cancel

The first clip runs from the dashes to ‘5’ that is 12 seconds
long.

+ Setend point | End peint 1200s 1

“- Set start point | Start point: (1015 5 H X
Save
trim
=

preview window
Make sure the playhead is at the start of the movie and

click the ‘Trim’ tool icon.

Move the left slider control until the first frame of the ‘15’

clip shows in the preview window. (The start point box

should show about one second.)

Left slider control 00:01.05/00:17.00 H X

I:l + Set end point | End point: (12005 3 ia_ve Cancel
) rim

Trim markers Trim

At this point you can see the trim will be from about one second to the end of the 12-second
clip.

Click the ‘Save trim’ icon.

B W9 s |MyMovie-MovieMaker | vigeoTools = | B b

e e ‘

‘515 15 15 15 15 15 15 15

15 15E§4§3

You can see the playhead is at the beginning of the
first clip and the clip now starts at ‘15’

2 2

00:0000/001599 [
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You can now replace with a title frame with ‘15 second timer’ as the text.

(4) Set the duration of the title frame to five seconds.

With the ‘Home’ tab Animati R — —_ -
Selected CIiCk on the Ome Almations 15L3 erLs roje 12w

‘Title’ icon. [j ¥ cut F.E 5 & Webcam video

. . . Copy B | J # Record narration - i=i| Caption
A title frame will appear in Faste Addvideos Add
the preview window and photos music - [ Snapshot 48| Credits ~
where you can enter the Clipboard Add
text.

15 second
timer

(4) Set the duration of the title frame to five seconds.

On the Text Tools tab, set the text duration to five seconds.
Video Tools | Text Tools

i View Edit Format

!- -y" Lo Background colour ~
I starttime: | 0.00s -

Edit -~
tat &) Text durationy) 5.00

4
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(5) Add a Zoom effect to the title frame.

Click and select the title clip.

Move the mouse pointer and
hover over the icons in the

effects ribbon. Click and choose 1
zoom effect. !
o]
1]

: A 15 second timer

(6) Save the movie in an aspect ratio of 4 : 3 with a size of 640 x 480 in .mp4 format.

Click the ‘Project’ s

tab on the B~ Home Animations Visual Effects < Project ) View Edit
ribbon. gg E i Eﬂ —
Click and select Audio Emphasise Emphasise Emphasise| Mo Fitto | Widescreen |Standard
standard (4 : 3) mix  narration video music  |emphasis| music [16:9) [4:3)
aspect ratio. Audio Aspect ratio

Click on the project icon and select ‘Save movie’.
L

Move the mouse pointer and hover
over the settings menu and find
the 640 x 480 setting.

= | M{MWiE-MO\PiE Maker Video Tools

Hew project

'1—‘( Open project

Recommended setfing

ﬁ Recommended for this project Click to choose the 640 x 480
setting, select the MPEG (*.mp4)
- option and click ‘Save’.

Recent settings

Save project Far high-definition display

=
ovie -— —— — =)
ﬁa Save projecyas [* For computer Jw|& » Libraries » ~ [ 4 ||[ Search Libraries ol
A —_—
- zew £z @
Common setti OneDrive - : :
i i For computer Libraries
@ Publish mgvie 4 P __ Openalibrary to see your files and arrange them by folder, date, and ...
For hi Display size: 640 x 480 pixels f=rs H _ "
[ Aspect ratio: standard e & Documents K
B savemovie o Bit rate: 5.69 Mbps Music < Ly =
B h oo >
£ Burn| Estimated file size: 40.71 MEB per "':“'E‘ $ e o
. ] ideos
s minute of videa <& Loy

Import from device

[".* For computer File name:  Countdown15 .
. Save as type: | MPEG-4/H.264 Video File (*.mp4) -

: i MPEG-4/H.264 Video File (*.mp
Options _— /1 ideo File (*.mpd) ‘

5 Windows Mediz Video File (*.wmv)
Far email

1 ) =Fold Save Cancel
I'O/I About Movie Maker Phone and device settings e
o J
b | Android Phone (large)
14 Exit =1l "

00:03.05,00:22.99
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